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Dear Sir/Madam; 



This Appeal Brief is submitted in support of the Notice of Appcaj filed December 7. 
2007, appealing the rejection of claims 1-36 of the above-identified application as set forth in 
the h'inal Office Action mailed July 3, 2007. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge Deposit 
Account No. OK-2025 in the amount :of $51 0,00 for filing a Brief in Support of an Appeal as 
set forth under 37 C.F.R. § 41.20(b)(2). At any time during the pendency of this application, 
please charge any required fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. OS-2025. 

Appellant: respectfully requests reconsideration and reversal of the Examiner's 
re jection of pending claims 1-36. 
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REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 
The real party in interest is f IcwieU-Packard Developmenl Company. LP having a 
principal pL-iee of business ai 20555 SJ I. 2 1 ( > i lousioru TX 77070, I i.S.A. (hereinafter 
"HPDC"). HPDC is a Texas limited partnership and is a wholly-owned affiliate of Hewlett- 
Packard Company, a Delaware corporation, headquartered in Palo Alto. CA. The- general or 
managing partner of HPDC is HPQ Holdings. LLC. 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
Appellant submits that there are no related appeals or interferences which wilt directly 
affect or be directly affected hy or have a bearing on the decision in the pending appeal. 

STATUS OF CLAMS 

Claims 1-36 are pending in the application .{sec Claims Appendix ), and are the subject 
o f the present Appca 1 . 

Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 L'.S.C. 103(a) as hcing unpatentable over Allen US 
Patent No, 6.233.40K in view of Bieganski US Patent No. 6.32 1 .221. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

No xtmendnieius have been entered subsequent to the Final Office Action mailed July 
3. 2007. The claims listed in the Claims Appendix, therefore, reflect the claims as of July 3, 
2007. 

SUMMARY OF THE CLAIMED SUB JECT MATTER 

One aspect of the present invention, as claimed in independent claim L provides a 
method lo promote the use of" consumables in an imaging device (100) including a 
consumption deiccliiu; device ( t0<) J 20, 1 22/124. 126). The method includes delecting 
consumption by the imaging device of individual quantities of the consumables using, the 
consumption detecting device (202;204:206:208); generating a reward when the consumption 
of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities of the consumables has been 
detected (210:212:214:216); and basing a value of the reward on the individual quantities of 
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each consumable detected as being consumed by the imaging device (see. e.g.. page 1 7. line I 
- page IN. line 6: Fig. 2; page 22. line 27 - page 23. line 5). 

One aspect of the present invention, as churned in independent claim 10. provides a 
method to promote the use of a plurality of consumables in au imaging device ( I (.)(>) 
including one or more consumption detecting devices ( 120, [22/12-1. l?.6). The method 
includes detecting consumption by the imaging device of individual quantities of I he plurality 
of consumables using at least one of the one or more consumption detecting devices 
(202:204), each of the consumables having individual consumable values t'VC): calculating a 
cumulative consumption value (Mvr) of the consumables bused on the individual consumable 
values and ihe individual quantities of the consumables consumed by the* imaging device 
(206:208): when the cumulative consumption value is at least a predefined value (V H ). 
rewarding a user of the imaging device with a reward defined by 'a -.value { 210:212:214:210): 
and basing -the value of the reward on the individual consumable- values of the consumables 
and the individual quantities of eueh consumable detected as being consumed by the imaging: 
device (see : e.g.. page 17. line 1 - page IN, line 6; Fig, 2: page 22, line 27 - page 2.3. line 5). 

One aspect of the present invention, as claimed in -independent claim 12. provides a 
method to promote the use of a consumable in a plurality of imaging devices ( 100), each of 
the plurality of imaging devices including a consumption detecting device 
{ 1 00, 120. 1 22/124. 1 26). The method includes detecting consumption of individual quantities 
of the consumable by each of the plurality of imaging devices; using the consumption 
detecting device of each imaging device (202:204 ;20n:20K): and. when the consumption of a 
predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities of the consumable by the plurality 
of imaging devices lias been delected, generating a reward (210:212:214:2)6) (sec, e.g.. page 
17. line 1 - page IS. line 6; Fig. 2: page 23. lines 12-32). 

One aspect of the present invention- as claimed in independent claim 17, provides an 
apparatus for providing the user of an imaging device (100) with a reward. The apparatus 
includes a consumable consumption detection device ( 1 0«> J 20.122/124. 126) configured to 
detect, individual quantities of each of a plurality of consumables that are consumed by the 
imaging device and to generate consumption signals in response thereto, each ol the 
consumables having individual consumable values ( VC): an electronic writeable memory 
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device (I 34/1 66): an electronic: readable memory device ( i 34/1 66) configured to contain a 
reward message: and a processor (1 30/164) configured fo receive the consumption signals 
and io store a cumulative consumption value <Mvr) <h Oic electronic wriieablc memory 
device, the cum id alive consumption value being a function ofthc individual consumable 
values of the consumables and relative quantiiics of consumption of the plurality of 
consumables, the processes further configured to read from (be electronic readable memory 
device the reward message when the cumulative consumption value is ;it least equal to a 
predetermined reward value (V K ), and to visually display the reward message to the user, 
wherein a value of the reward is based on the individual consumable values of the 
consumables and the relative quantities of consumption ofthc plurality of consumables (see, 
e.g.. page 9. line 7 - page 15. line 10: Fig. I: page 15, lines 1 1-2°), 

■ One "aspect of the present invention, as claimed in independent claim 25. provides a 
computer-readable storage medium for use by a processor ( 1 30/164) configured io execute 
computer c.sccuUihle instructions lo generate a reward in response to the consumption of 
consumables by an imaging device (100). The medium holds computer executable 
instructions to detect consumption by the imaging device of individual quantities of a 
plurality of consumables: when the consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the 
individual quamili.es of the consumables has been detected, generate a reward: and base a 
value of the reward on the individual quantities of each consumable detected as being 
consumed by the imaging device (see. e.g.. page 17, line I - page )8. line 6; Fig.. 2: page 22. 
line 27 - page 23. line 5: page 24, lines I-2S). 

One aspect of the present invention, as claimed in independent claim 33. provides a 
computer-readable storage medium for use by a processor configured to execute computer 
executable instructions to generate a reward in response to the consumption of consumable* 
by an imaging device ( 100). The medium holds computer executable instructions to receive 
consumption signals from a consumption detection device (' 1 09 J 20. 1 22/124. i 26) configured 
to detect individual quantities of a plurality of consumables which are consumed by the 
imaging device, each of the consumables having individual consumable values (CV); 
calculate a cumulative consumption value <Mvi<) ax a function ofi.be individual consumable 
values oflhc consumables and relative quantities of consumption of the consumables, and 
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store the cumulative consumption value in a readable memory device (134/166); determine 
when the cumulative consumption value is ai least a (^determined reward value (Vk); 
generate the reward when the cumulative consumption value is at least the predetermined 
reward value; and visually display the reward, wherein a value of the reward is based on the 
individual consumable values of the consumables and the relative quantities of consumption 
of the consumables (see. e.g.. page I 7. line I - page I «S, fine o; Pig. 2: page 22. line 27 - page 
23. line 5; page 24, lines I-2S). 

(;koiins>s or rejection to »d: reviewed on appeal 

Appellant seeks review of the rejection of claims 1-36 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Alien US Patent No. 6.233,40K in view of Bieganski US Parent Mo. 
"'6.321.221. 

ARGUMENT 

3L Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. $103 
A- Applicable Law 

Under 35 U.S.C, §103. the Uxaminer has the burden to establish a prima facie ease of 
obviousness, hire Fine. 837 K2d 1071, 1074. 5 USP02d 1596. 1598 (Fed. Cir. I98R). 
Three criteria must be satisfied to establish a prima facw. ease of obviousness, first, the 
Hxaminer must show that some objective teaching in the prior art. or some knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art would teach, suggest, or motivate one to 
modify a ref erence or to combine the teachings of multiple references. Id. Second, the prior 
art can be modified or combined only so long as there is a reasonable expectation of success. 
In re Merck & Co.. Inc.. 800 F.2d 109!, 23 I USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). Third, the prior art 
reference or combined prior art re ferences must teach or suggest all of the claim limitations. 
//; n> Royka, 490 K2d l >8 1 . 1 80 USPQ 380 (CCPA i 974), These three criteria are also set 
forth in M.l'MLP §70fi.02(j). Hven when obviousness is based on a single reference, there 
must be a showing of suggestion or motivation to modify the teachings of that reference. In 
n: Kntzcili S5 USPQ2d 1313. 1317 (f ed. Cir. 2000). In performing the obviousness inquiry 
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under 35 i i.S.C g 1 03, the Kxaminer niusl avoid hindsight.. /// n> Bond. 010 F.2d S3 1 . 834. I 5 
USPQ2d 1566. ISf>* (bed. Cir. vm)V reA\ \\ denied. 1090 U,S. App. LF.XIS 10971 (Ted. Cir. 
I W0). 

K, Rejection of claims '1-36 under 35 U.S.C. §iQ5(;i> 

Because the rejection of claims \-My under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as bcinii unpatentable 
over Allen US Pateni No. 6.233.408 in view of Bieganskl liS Patent No. 6.321,221 fails \o 
establish a prima facie ease of obviousness, the rejection of claims 1-36 is not correct and 
should he withdrawn. 

Independent claim 1 includes / T basin& a value of the reward on the individual 
quantities of each consumable detected as being consumed by the imaging device." 

Independent claim 10 includes "basing the value of the reward on (lie individual 
consumable values of the consumables and the individual quantities of each consumable 
detected sis being consumed by the inuigin<: device." 

-..Independent claim I 7 includes "wherein a value of the reward is based on the 
individual consumable values of the consumables and the relative quantities of 
consumption of the plurality of consumables." 

Independent claim 25 includes instructions to "base a value of the reward on the 
individual quantities of each consumable detected as being consumed by the imaging 
device.** 

Independent claim 33 includes "wherein a value of the reward is based on the 
individual consumable values of the consumables and the relative quantities of 
consumption of the consumables." 

Independent claims I, 10. 17. 25; and 33. therefore, each include hasine. a value of the 
reward on the .individu al quantit ies of jagh consumable delecte d as being consumed h v the 
imagine device or the irulivid j^^consuniable values of the consumable s and the relative 
3!ig»Ij?!i^ consumables . 

in addition, independent claim 12 includes "detecting consumption of individual 
quantities of the consumable by each of the plurality of imaging devices using the 
consumption detecting device of each imaging device," and "when the consumption of a 



7 

PAGE 9/23 * RCVD AT 2/7/2008 7:34:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] < SVR:USPT0€ FXRF-6/44 * DNISOTOO * CSID:612 573 2005 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-12 



02/07/2008 18:36 FAX 612 573 2005 



DICKE,BILLIG&CZAJA P. A. 



[g] 0 1 0/023 



Apptiil Brief to the ttmtrri of I^iitrnt Appeals ;ind Inrerferenees 
of the linirtMi Slates Patent and TriidomurK Office 

Applicant: Travis,!. Parry ci 
Serial Nu.: (V>/N73.0'M 
filed: June I. I'.UOi 
IW;ei N(.i.; 10005 WM 

Title; MliTHODS AND APPARATUS i'OU PK< )M( >TIN< i I 'SI- Ol- OONK1 'MAULI: UOOOS IN IMAGING 
i>e-;vk.'I-:s 

predefined collective quantify of the individual quantities of the consumable by the 
plurality of imu^in<* devices lists been detected, sienenifiug a reward." 

The Examiner rceo^ni/.es that the Allen patent does not teach that the reward is 
generated when a predefined collective quaniiiy of the individual quantities of consumable 
has been detected (Demi led Action, page 2). As such, the Examiner contends that die 
Oie^anski patent teaches that the reward is generated when a predefined collective quantity 
(re-wards -for frequent shopping) of the individual quantities of consumable has been detected 
(Detailed Action, page 2). Thus, the Examiner surest s thai ii would have been obvious to 
one ol" ordinary skill in the art. al the time of the invention, to add the icaebint.;* of Bieganskt 
to those of Allen (Detailed Action, pace 2). 

The Alien patent provides a printing apparatus which senses the level of" its 
consumables, indicates when the level is low ; and offers the user an opportunity lo purchase 
OEM replacement consumables at a reduced cost (col. 2. lines 27-3 [ ). Tor example, the 
Allen patent provides dial; 

When the printer JO dclerniiturs thai Hit: level of ml; is cxhausied or nearm*?. exhaustion, the 
primer IU :uu<un;itii:;i]k prints Jntii in the form of ;i token ?2 (.see flG- Ti. The xokcn !>2 is an 
incentive to purchase a partial I: ir product n> replace 1.1 it exhausted item. In the embodiment 
illustrated the token is in the form ol' coupon which provides cash savings on the purchase of a 
designated replacement ileni (i;ol. 5. lines IX-Z5). 

The Allen patenL however, docs no! base a value of a reward on individual quantities 
of each consu mable detected as b e. in.", consiimcd hyjmj^ or individual 

consu mable values of the con su mables a nd thcrekuw m pt ion jyf The 

^l^yiliyilUlJj- m addition, the Allen patent does npj delect consumption of individual 
quantities of a consumable by each ol ^iLLUMLiy.r'f imaging cieyices, and does opt iienerate a 
reward when the consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities 
of the consumable by the plural ity of imagin g devices has been delected. 

The Bie.eanski patent discloses a system, method and article of manufacture for 
genera ting a serendipity -weighted recommendation output set lo a user based, at least in part, 
on a serendipity function ( Abstract). More specifically, the Bieganski patent discloses that: 

Serendipity occur.*; when m user makes a pt casual discovery that would noi normally have heen 
made. A srrendipnonr. recornmender system ik ;i reetim mender system thai haw I he 



PAGE 10123 * RCVD AT Z7/2008 7:34:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/44 * DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:612573 2005 • DURATION (mm-ss):04-12 



02/07/2008 18:36 FAX 612 573 2005 



DICKE,BILLIG&CZAJA P. A. 



@] 01 1/023 



A[>|iL"ii Ifriuf f<r liic Board oft\HciU AppcaK ami InicriiM'rricvs 
ot tin: United Srati's Pan.ni and Trademark Of net 1 

Applicant: iV.ivhi ). Kirn ci at. 
Serin! No.: 0 C .-/S7.".0*M 
filed: June I. 2iH\\ 
Docket No.: KiO05<M<M 

Tiik:: Ml :TMt )i>S A N\> APPARATUS FOR PROMOTING I ?SM Ob ( 'ONSl 'MAUI .1'. (.jOUDS IN' I MAt.il NC: 

[;>i:vk i:s 



.characteristic of pivvjdine recommendation.'; that a user would noi normal! > have come 
across. However, since existine. reeommender system:; locus on providing accurate 
recommendations, the riser is often presented wiih an obvious recommcndalioit, and ihu u 
serendipitous one. Hie invention describee! and claimed hciou is useful lor improving ihc user 
value of recommendations received from rceommender :;ysicin.s. The present invention m:i> 
he: u>cd to scrcndiiMiy-uciidil and fdu-r Hie recommendations from (he rc^ommendcr system 
so as u> produce serendipitous recommendation:,, and may operate under r t ea I 'time to provide 
fast Liieraeuon with the user or customer (cot. 5. lino I •(--*>}. 

In one example, the Bicjianski patent discloses thai: 

...A supermarket (virtual or physical) may provide I he preferred reeommender symem a?- a 
win i.o help customers locate eoods and HrnniK of I he appropriate quality, a> well a:. inlmducL- 
users to new ennsurri;ihU: items Uiul they will cnjo> that lbe> mie.hi not have known ahout 
before l col. i J> JiiKv; -Vl-N). ' 

U'lunv supermarkets now provide eusmmerr-. with "shopping einH" curds m !r;jek 
individual customer purchase..*;, and to provide customer rewards for freqnent shopping. Kach 
customer present* her card at the checkout counter to rtxeive discounts, and the checkout 
nti'.ix-.i-r records ;ill of the items that the customer has purchased. This purchase, .record may lv 
used as it personal profile for the generation of serendipitous rcc«<nmieiidaliojis. The 
supcrniiirkel nuo Iheii provide the customer with incentives to buy the recommended items by 
muiline. coupons 10 the customer for (hose items identified in the set of sercndiph>-vveii , .hint 
and tillered recommendations (col. 18. lines 50-M 1. 

The scrautipitv-wejyhled and filtered recommendations of the Bicganski p;itenu 
however, do not base a value of a reward on j n d i v i d ua I q u a n t i i i e s of each consumable 
detecte d as hcitu* consumed by an imaging device or indiy_idu_£il cons umable v alues of" the 
consumables and the re lative qua ntitie s of consumption of. the ■■Consumables, in addition, the 
screndipily- weighted and filtered recommendations of (he Bieganski patent do noi delect 
consumption of individual quantities of a consumable by each of a plu rality 
devi ces , and do not generate « reward when the consumption of a predefined collective 
quantity of the individual quantities of the consumable by iiie_pj_um^ 
has been delected. 

Accordingly. Appellant .submits thai modifying the Allen patent in view ofthe 
Bicganski patent does not overcome the shortcomings ofthe Allen patent. More specifically. 
Appellant submits thai the combination ofthe Allen and Bieganski patents does m£ disclose 
basin: r * a value of a reward on imiMduaJ^ 

consumed by an im agine device or individua l consumable values of thc_eonsn mahlc,s a nd the 
relative quantities of consumption ofthe consumables, as claimed in independent claims I. 
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10. 17. 25. and 33. unci docs .not disclose detecting consumption of individual quantifies of a 
c< >nsu m able by each o I ' a plurality of ima^ini; de vi ces. and genera l i n £ a re vva rd when 1 he 
consumption -of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities of the 
co? is u m a h k by the plurality o f imagi ng dev i ces has be en d ctecu: d * a s c I a i m e d i n i n de pe n de n [ 
claim !2. Appellant notes that lo establish prima facie obviousness of a claimed invention, 
all the claim limitations* must be tausihi or suggested by ihe prior art. in re Royka. 490 K2d 
<)8K 180 I1SPO5S0 (CCPA l ( >74). 

fr» view of die above. Appellant submits thai t he Examiner has no! established a prima 
Jacic ease of obviousness of independent claims K 10. 12. 17. 25, and 33, and submits that 
independent claims L lo, 12. 17, 25. and 33 are each paicmably distinct from the Allen and 
Ciee.anski patents. Furthermore, as dependent claims 2-^ further define patentably distinct 
independent claim ! . dependent claim I ) further defmesparemably distinct independent 
claim JO. dependent claims 13-16 further define patentably distinct, independent claim. 12-, 
dependent claims I S-24 further define patentably distinct independent claim 17, dependent 
claims 26-32 further define paicmably distinct independent claim 25. and dependent claims 
34-36 further define patentably distinct independent claim 33, Appellant submits that these 
dependent claims are also patentably distinct from the Allen and Bic^anski patents. 
Appellant, therefore, respectfully submits that the rejection of claims 1-36 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 03(a) is r ot correct and should be withdrawn, and submits that claims 1-36 should he- 
al lowed, 
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CONCLUSION 

For the above reasons. Appellant respectfully submils that the art of record neither 
anticipates nor renders obvious the claimed invention. Thus, the claimed invention does 
patentahly distinguish over the art of record. Appellant, therefore, respectfully submits thai 
the above rejections are not correct and should be withdrawn, and respectfully requests thai 
the Examiner be reversed and that all pendine claims be allowed. 

Any inquiry regarding this Appeal Brief should be directed to either Nathan R. Kieth 

at Telephone No. (20K) 396-52X7, Facsimile No. (208) 3^6-3958 or Seoll A. Lund at 

Telephone No. {612} 573-2006, Facsimile No. (612) 573-2005. In addition, all 

correspondence should continue to be directed lo the following address; 

IP Administration 
Legal rjcpartmenL M/S 35 
HHWLCTT-PACKARn COMPANY 
. P.O. Box 272-100 
Fort Collins. Colorado 80527-2400 



Date: VmH. 2&y& 

SAL:hsf 



Respectfully submitted, 
Travis J. Parry ct aL 
By. 

DICKF. I3ILLIG & CZAJA. fM.LC 
Fifth Street Towers. Suiie 2250 
J 00 SotHh Filth Street 
Minneapolis. MN 55402 
Telephone: (612)573-2006 
Facsimile: (612) 573-2005 



Sebtt A. Lunj 




.CJItQlfJ.C^ The lltHk'ir.itini'tl honrhy certifies thai ihi:- paper or pnperi.. u;> dcsi:nl;u.-(J 

heroin, arc. hdrux fucsimili: transmitted u» the United States Pmcm and Trademark omce, l<i\ Nn. (:?7 I ) 27>8:>OU 
<*n this _ _ ll 7 ^ <>* l-chrunrv. 200X. 

— - •-" ^ 

Nanric: NecHl A, 
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CLAIMS APPENDIX 

1, (Previously Presented) A method to promote the use of consumables in an imaging 
device including a consumption detecting device, comprising; 

deleting consumption by die imaging device of individual quantities of the 
consumables using the consumption delecting device: 

generating, a reward when the consumption of a predefined colleclive quantity of the 
individual quantities of the consumables has been detected; and 

basing a value of the reward on the individual quantities of each consumable detected 
as being consumed by the imaging device. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim L and" wherein generating the reward 
comprises printing a coupon using the imaging device. 

5. * (Original) The method of claim 1, and further comprising connecting to a global 
computer network and obtaining, via the global computer network, a certificate verifying the 
reward. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3, and wherein connecting to the global 
computer network and obtaining the certificate verifying the reward is peribrmed 
automatically in response to delecting the predefined collective quantity. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim I. and wherein detecting consumption of 
the consumables comprises calculating an estimated consumption of the consumables. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim L and wherein the consumables can be 
provided b\ a plurality of separately identified sources, the method further comprising 
detecting at least one of (he identified sources of the consumables, and basing the reward at 
least in part on whether the predefined collective quantity of the consumables that has been 
consumed comprises consumables provided by the at least one identified source. 
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7. (Previously l-'resenied} The method ofclaim I. and wherein at least one of the 
consumables is defined hy a standard retail price per unit, and further wherein the reword 
allows the user to obtain the at least one consumable ;it a discount over the standard retail 
price. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim i. and wherein at least' one of the 
consumables comprises sheets of media, and wherein detecting consumption of the 
consumables comprises counting sheets of the media consumed by (he imaging device. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 . and wherein at least one of the 
consumnbk-s comprises an image forming substance, wherein the imaging device forms an 
image <by depositing:* quantity of pixels of the intake forming substance, and wherein 
defecting consumption of the consumables comprises at leas! one of calculating, measuring, 
or estimating the deposited quantity of pixels of the image forming substance. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method to promote the use of a plurality of consumables in 
an imaging device including one or more consumption detecting devices, comprising: 

detecting consumption by the imaging device of individual quantities of (he plurality 
of consumables using at least one of the one or more consumption detecting devices, each ol 
the consumables having individual consumable values: 

calculating a cumulative consumption value of the consumables based on the 
individual consumable values and the individual quantities of the consumables consumed by 
the imaging device: 

when the cumulative consumption value is at least a predefined value, rewarding a 
user of the i ma g i n g d c v i ce with : i re wa rd d e ft n ed by a value: a n d 

basing the value of the reward on the individual consumable values of the 
consumables and the individual quantities of each consumable detected as being consumed 
by the imaging, device, 
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1 i. (Previously Presented) The method of claim iO. and wherein the consumables 
comprise at least one of sliced of media handled by the imagine device and' tin image forming 
substance deposited by the imaging device. 

12. (Previously Presented) A method to promote the use of a consumable in a plurality of 
imaging devices, each of the plurality of imaging devices including a consumption delecting 
device, the method comprising: 

detecting consumption of individual quantities of the consumable by each of (he 
plurality of imaging devices using the consumpt ion detecting device of each imaging device: 
and 

when the consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities 
■ of the consumable by die plura lity of imaging devices has been. delected, generating a reward. ■: 

lv>. (Previously Presented) The method of cla im 12. and wherein generating the reward 
comprises transmitting a message to an individual notifying the individual of the reward. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12. and wherein generating the reward 
comprises printing a reward coupon using at least one of the plurality of imaging devices. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12. and wherein the consumable can be 
provided by a plurality of separately identified sources, the method further comprising 
detecting «l least one of the identified sources of the consumable, and basing the reward at 
least in part on whether the consumable which has been consumed comprises the consumable 
provided by t lie at least one identified source. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12. and wherein the plurality of imaging 
devices collectively consume a plurality of consumables, the method further comprising: 

delecting consumption by the plurality of imaging devices of individual quantities of 
the plurality of consumables; 
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whc;s (he consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities 
of the plura:-tty of consumables by the plurality of imaging devices has been detected, 
generating u reward defined by a value: and 

basing the value of the reward on the individual quantities of each consumable that 
has been detected as being consumed by die plurality of imaging devices. 

17. (Previouslv Presented) Apparatus fur providing the user of an imaging device with a 
re \va aL c o m p r i s i n g : 

a consumable consumption dejection device configured lo delect individual quantities 
of each of o plurality of consumables Unit are consumed by the imaging device and to 
generate consumption signals in response thereto, each of the consumables having individual 
consumable values:- . • ' . 

an electronic wrileablc memory t lev ice: 

art electronic readable memory device configured to contain a reward message: and 
a processor configured lo receive the consumption signals and to store a cumulative 
consumption value in the electronic wrilcable memory device, the cumulative consumption 
value being a function of the individual consumable values of the consumables and relative 
quantities of consumption of the plurality of consumables, the processor further configured to 
read from The electronic readable memory device the reward message when the cumulative 
consumption value is at least equal to a predetermined reward value, and to visually display 
the reward message lo the user, 

wherein a value of" the reward is based on the individual consumable values of (he 
consumables and the relative quantities of consumption of the plurality of consumables. 

i 8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 7. and further comprising a display device, and 
wherein the processor visually displays Ihc reward message using the display device. 

19, (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim I 7, and wherein the electronic 
readable memory device is a readable-writeable memory device, the apparatus further 
comprising a computer network communication device, and wherein the processor is further 
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con llyiiral to access ;i global computer network via the computer network communication 
device when the cumulative consumption value is at least equal to the predetermine J reward 
value and K< obtain from the global computer network the. reward message, and to store the 
reward message in (he readablc-vvriteable memory device. 

20. (Original! The apparatus of claim and wherein the computer network 
communication device is an embedded web server located within the imaging device. 

2 1 . {'Previously f*rcscnlcd) The apparatus of claim 1 7. sinci wherein at least one of the 
plurality of consumables comprises sheets of media upon which lite imaging device can form 
an image, and further wherein the consumable consumption detection device comprises a 
sheet counter configured io count xheeis: of media on which the imaging device has formed an 
image. 

22. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim I 7. and wherein at least one of the 
plurality of consumables comprises an image loaning substance, and wherein the imaging 
device forms an image by depositing pixels of the image forming substance on sheets of 
media, and further wherein the consumable consumption detection device comprises a pixel 
counter configured to count the number of pixels of the image forming substance which have 
been deposited on sheets of media to form an image. 

2.T (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 17, and wherein at least one of the 
piurahly of consumables can be provided by a plurality of suppliers, at. least one of which can 
be identified by inspection of the consumable, the apparatus further comprising a consumable 
identification detection device configured to inspect the consumable and detect whether the 
consumable has been supplied by the at least one supplier and to generate 0 supplier 
identification signal hi response thereto. 
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24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 27>. and wherein the processor is 
further configured to receive ihc supplier tdemilicalion signal, and wherein the cumulative 
consumption value is further a function of Ihc received supplier identification signal. 

25. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable storage medium for use by a proe.es.sor 
eoufisuired lo execute computer executable instructions to generate 0 reward in response to 
the consumption of consumables by an imaging device, the medium holding computer 
executable instructions to: 

detect consumption by the imaging device of individual quantities of a plurality of 
consumables; 

when the consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities 
of the consumables has been detected, generate a reward; and 

base a value of ihc reward on the individual quantities of each consumable detected as 
being consumed by the imaging device. 

26. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25. and 
wherein the instruction to generate the reward comprises an instruction u> print a coupon 
using the imaging device, 

27. (Original) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25. the medium further 
holding computer executable instructions to connect to a global computer network and 10 
obtain, via the global computer network, a certificate verifying the reward. 

28- (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 27. and 
wherein the instruction to connect to the global computer network and obtain the certificate 
verifying the reward is configured to be executed automatically in response to a detection of 
the predefined collective quantity. 
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2<>. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25. and 
wherein the instruction to detect the consumption of the plurality of consumables comprises 
an instruction to calculate an estimated consumption of the consumables. 

30. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25. and 
wherein at least one of the consumables can be provided by a plurality of separately 
identified sources, the medium further holding computer executable instructions to delect at 
least one of (he identified sources of the at least one consumable, and to base the reward at 
least in patl on whether the detected collective quantity comprises a consumable provided by 
the ai (cost one identified source. 

3 I . (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage 'medium of claim 25. and 
wherein at least one of the consumables comprises sheets of media, wherein the instruction to . 
detect the consumption of the consumables comprises an instruction to count sheets of the 
media consumed by the imaging, device. 

32. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25. and 
wherein at least one of the consumables comprises an image funning substance, wherein the 
imaging device forms an image by depositing a quantity of pixels of the image forming 
substance, wherein the instruction to delect the consumption of the consumables comprises 
an instruction to at least one of calculate, measure, or estimate the deposited quantity of 

p i \e i s o f t h c i mage f o rm i n g s u b st a n ce . 

33. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable storage medium for use by a processor 
configured to execute computer executable instructions to generate a reward in response to 
the consumption of consumables by an imaging device, the medium holding computer 
executable instructions to: 

receive consumption signals from a consumption detection device configured to 
detect individual quantities of a plurality of consumables which are consumed by the imaging 
device, eaen- of the consumables having individual consumable values; 
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calculate a cumulative consumption value :is a I unction of the individual consumable 
values of the consumables and relative quantities of consumption of the consumables, and 
store the cumulative consumption value in a readable memory deviec; 

determine when the cumulative consumption value is at least a predetermined reward 

value: 

generate the reward when lite cumulative consumption value is at least the 
predetermined reward value: and 
visually display the reward, 

wherein a value of the reward is based on the individual consumable values of the 
consumable?: and the relative quantities of consumption of the consumables. 

}A. (Previously Presented) ; 'i-he compuler-re:-uiable storage medium of claim 33. the 
medium further holding computer executable instructions to conned a computer network 
communication device to a global! computer network and obtain from the global computer 
network a reward Hie, and to use the reward file to generate the reward. 

35. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 33. the 
medium further holding computer executable instructions to receive a supplier identification 
signal from a consumable identification detection device configured lo inspect at least One of 
the consumables and detect whether the at least one consumable has been supplied by a 
predetermined supplier, and to use the supplier identification signal to calculate the 
cumulative consumption value, 

36. (Previously Presented! The computer-readable storage medium of claim 33. the 
medium further holding computer executable instructions lo cause the imaging device to print 
a copy of (he reward. 
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